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FOREWORD

The Titchfield Neighbourhood Forum was set up in January 2016 by a group of 25 people
keen to ensure that Titchfield continues to be a good place to live, work and play and also to
ensure that the area gets the appropriate type of development. With the aim of improving the
Neighbourhood Plan area and delivering sustainable development over the coming years,
the Forum asked residents to identify issues they felt were important to the area. These
include:

the lack of affordable housing

traffic and parking

maintaining the historic ambience of the village
health and the environment, including litter
access to the country park

presentation and promotion of the village

OO O0OO0OO0Oo

In March 2017 the Forum was designated by Fareham Borough Council (FBC) for the
purpose of producing a neighbourhood plan. The Forum then produced this Neighbourhood
Plan. This Plan will have no adverse effects on the current and future residents, workers and
visitors. This is regardless of protected characteristics which cover age, disability, gender
reassignment, race, religion or belief, sex, sexual orientation, marriage and civil partnership
and preghancy and maternity - Equality Act 2010.

The Plan has been written in an easy to read style to ensure maximum understanding for as
many residents as possible. Additional information on a variety of topics has been included
as appendices throughout the text. These can be accessed on our website
www.titchfieldmatters.org.uk

This Plan, if agreed by residents becomes a statutory document to sit alongside the
emerging Local Plan.

I would like to thank the Forum members for working assiduously in the preparation of the
Plan. | also appreciate the support and help we have had from many members of the public,
local businesses, Fareham Borough Council Planning Department and our planning
consultants, Boyle and Summers. The Forum has also been able to draw on much valuable
historic data and on contributions made by individuals and the many societies in the village.

Ann Wheal
Chair, Titchfield Neighbourhood Forum October 2018


http://www.titchfieldmatters.org.uk/

K N NS 2N W= L 23

Legend
[ mitchfield Neighbourhood Plan Area

r:] DefinedUrbanSettlementBoundary
== River Centrelines

I UistedBuildings

é [**%] SCHEDULED ANCIENT MONUMENTS
[ | CONSERVATION AREAS

L] sTraTEGIC GAP

— Cycleways

Bridleway

Footpath

,,,,,

,.-.:FARHAI‘()I“‘*»\,_;%"/ '
LSIRQEGH COUNCIL "

N
0 0.125 ™ 0.25
"

- Miles

s
N/ 05

|

Map 1 - Titchfield Neighbourhood Plan Area and Key Features



Chapter 1 - Summary

1.1 The Neighbourhood Plan

The Titchfield Neighbourhood Plan sets out the aims, objectives and policies for the growth
of Titchfield over the period 2011 to 2036. The aim of the Plan is to conserve and enhance
the local built, historic and natural environment of Titchfield and to enhance the special
interest, character and appearance of the area and its historic setting.

The Neighbourhood Plan has been drawn up by the Titchfield Neighbourhood Forum
following two and a half years of consultation and involvement with residents via public
meetings, newsletters, questionnaires and the Forum website, titchfieldmatters.org.uk. This
document sets out the land use matters relating to the community. However, during
consultations the aspirations of the community have been noted and clearly marked within
the Plan in Community Aspiration boxes. These aspirations are intended to be a template for
the development of the village over the Plan period. They incorporate the work of Forum
sub-groups that have investigated specific topics.

The health and well-being of the residents is reflected throughout, not just by policies and
community aspirations, but by the accessibility audit carried out in July 2017 and the Health
Day in September 2017.

If the Neighbourhood Plan is successful at referendum, it will become
part of statutory development plan for the area. Consequently, decisions
on whether or not to grant planning permission in the neighbourhood
area will need to be made in accordance with the Neighbourhood Plan.
This would be part of the statutory local development plan unless material
considerations indicate otherwise.

Locality, Neighbourhood Plans, Roadmap Guide.

Throughout the Plan evidence has been supplied to underpin the inclusion of the policies.
The key policies contained in this document relate to:
1.2 Housing

History (FBC Emerging Local Plan 2018 - 2036, p. 32, policy H1 Strategic Housing
Provision) shows us that approximately 10% of the housing demand will be met by windfall
sites (see Glossary p72) within the Borough. The justification for the housing needs being
met by windfall sites is evidenced by 18 dwellings having been completed, or under
construction, on windfall sites in the last 3 years within the Defined Urban Settlement
Boundary (DUSB). These sites meet the policies within the NP area.

1.3 Getting Around

Traffic policies and community aspirations are proposed. These are designed to reduce the
impact of traffic throughout the Plan area so that the safety and environmental needs of
pedestrians are given priority.

1.4 Commercial and Economic Considerations

The area has a thriving local economy at its centre offering employment opportunities as well
as services for residents. Policies are proposed to ensure the continued success and focus
of business premises in the High Street, The Square and South Street. Proposals to convert
business or commercial premises here into residential use will be resisted.
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1.5 The Built and Natural Environment

Policies are proposed to ensure that Titchfield remains a village with an enhanced
environment and valued open spaces.

1.6 Historic Titchfield

The objective of the Plan is to respect and preserve the history of the area for future
generations whilst allowing it to continue to develop and grow.
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Chapter 2 - A Brief History of Titchfield

Titchfield was established in the 6th century by a tribe of Jutes from Denmark known as the
Meonwara. By the time of the Domesday Book, Titchfield was a flourishing village of 150
souls. St. Peter's Church, built in the 7th century, is still a place of worship today. Titchfield
Abbey was built in the 13th century. At the Reformation it was turned into Place House by
the first Earl of Southampton. Eight monarchs, from Richard Il in 1393, through Henry V
before Agincourt to James Il in 1686 all visited the Abbey. Shakespeare may have taught at
the Old Grammar School in Mill Lane, established by Henry VI after his marriage to Margaret
of Anjou in the Abbey in 1445.

Titchfield Abbey

Medieval Titchfield was an important port. The Square had a market

hall - later taken down due to the poor state of repair. It was moved

to Barrydés MeadowrebuitbttheWealdandal | y was
Downland Living Museum, Sussex. There was a tannery (now a

small industrial estate), several breweries and the area became

famous for its strawberries. At the height of strawberry growing, in the

early 20th century, a rail connection was built at Swanwick so that

Titchfield strawberries could be shipped easily and quickly to London

markets.

| The historic core of the village, including the village square is part of

the Titchfield Conservation Area. This area contains many Grade Il

|l i sted buildings plus St Peterds Chu
The Old Market Hall  building. To the north of the A27, Titchfield Abbey Conservation Area

includes the ruin of Titchfield Abbey (Place House), a Scheduled

Ancient Monument, as well as the surviving medieval fishponds to

the west - see Plan 1 on page 8.
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The history and heritage of the area is such that an archaeological investigation is required
prior to any development within the two Conservation Areas. A policy for this is included in
this Plan, policy HT2, Historic Titchfield.

For over 100 years Titchfield carnival was famous throughout the south and attracted
thousands of people to its afternoon and evening processions. Recently its future has
become uncertain due to the high costs of putting on such an event.

Appendix 18 gives a brief history of Titchfield from medieval times until 1781.

12


http://titchfieldmatters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/App-18-4plan-History-Titchfield.pdf

Chapter 3 - Titchfield Today

A large part of the Plan area is a Conservation Area and many of the houses in Titchfield
village are listed. The Abbey, controlled by English Heritage, is key to much of the history of
the area. The 14th century Barn, adjacent to the Abbey, is used as a theatre concentrating
mainly on Shakespearian plays.

The original medieval village consists of The Square, High Street, West Street, Church
Street, East Street, Southampton Hill and South Street. The growth of Titchfield, which was
a major port until 17" century, fell into decline due to the silting up of the estuary as well as
the development of the town of Fareham and the major port of Portsmouth.

The expansion of the village into its present form began with the development in 1932 of the
Bellfield estate to the south west of the village and the more recent Garstons estate to the
west. There has been some in-filling within the Conservation Areas. The A27, a dual
carriageway between Fareham and Southampton, bisects what was originally a complete
village. This leaves the Abbey, the Barn, three small lakes, recreation ground plus two pubs
and two garden centres on the other side of the dual carriage way. There is also a country
park being developed on the land between the Barn and the Boxing Club area. Access from
the south side of the village on the north side is via a pedestrian crossing and traffic lights on
the A27. Some new buildings have been developed on the north side of the A27 and
currently a retirement home complex is being built there. Despite the A27 dividing Titchfield,
the communities are well integrated.

Today, Titchfield is a desirable place in which to live. It has a thriving community with a wide
range of organisations including:

a boxing club

the Arts Society

an allotment society
community cinema
several bridge clubs

two Wis

a history society

three theatre companies
three hairdressers

two beauty salons

five pubs all serving food
two coffee shops

a doctors' surgery

a dentist

car repair services

a community centre

the parish rooms

an Old English bowls club

OO0 000000000000 O0OO0OO0OO

For a list of all the clubs and societies in the village see Appendix 1

Titchfield house prices are relatively high compared to other local areas and very few young
people can afford to buy property here. This balance needs to be redressed.

Like most villages, Titchfield has a traffic/parking problem, especially in the rush hours, when
the village is used as a traffic short-cut to Lee-on-the- Solent, Stubbington and Fareham. It
is hoped that the recent improvements to the A27 will help to ease this problem.
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South Street
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